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Steve Stein is a litigator who specializes in media and intellectual property disputes. He also has substantial 

experience litigating complex entertainment and business disputes.

Steve has defended media organizations from high-profile defamation and copyright and trademark infringement 

claims. He has litigated entertainment disputes for production companies and A-list talent, and complex contract 

and business disputes for businesses and individuals.

Before joining the firm, Steve wrote for the Washington Post and served as a law clerk on the United States Court 

of Appeal for the Fifth Circuit. Steve draws on his experience as a journalist and law clerk to advocate for his 

clients.

Clerkship

• Honorable Stephen A. Higginson on the United States Court of Appeal for the Fifth Circuit

Awards

• Los Angeles Business Journal, Leaders of Influence: Litigators and Trial Attorneys, 2024

• Super Lawyers Rising Stars, 2019 - 2022

Bar Admissions

• California

Court Admissions

• Central District of California

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

Education

• University of Southern California Gould School of Law  (J.D., 2012)

o USC Law Review, Executive Articles Editor
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• Emory University  (B.A., summa cum laude, 2008)

Representative Experience

Media and Intellectual Property Experience

• Obtained summary judgment in federal court for clients Barstool Sports, Dave Portnoy and other Barstool 

personalities in defamation lawsuit concerning public comments and social media posts, and unanimous 

affirmance from court of appeal. See Rapaport v. Barstool Sports, Inc., 2024 WL 88636 (2d Cir. Jan. 9, 

2024).

• Obtained dismissal of civil wiretapping lawsuit brought by Massachusetts mayor for clients Barstool Sports

and Barstool personality Kirk Minihane concerning the recording of an interview with the mayor, and 

unanimous affirmance from Massachusetts’ top court. See Curtatone v. Barstool Sports, Inc., 487 Mass. 

655 (2021).

• Filed anti-SLAPP motion obtaining dismissal of defamation lawsuit filed against client Barstool Sports 

concerning blog post.

• Prevailed on an anti-SLAPP motion to obtain dismissal of defamation lawsuit filed against TV network 

client over on-air statements made by reality show star.

• Filed opposition to anti-SLAPP motion in federal court that resulted in the motion being withdrawn and the 

matter resolving favorably for music manager client in artist management dispute.

• Defended and obtained favorable resolutions for clients in dozens of copyright and trademark infringement

claims.

• Defending media company against defamation claims.

• Defending media company against music infringement claims.

• Defending brand management company against music infringement claims.

Entertainment Disputes

• After years of litigation, obtained favorable resolution for clients, a film production company and film 

producers, concerning the financing of a feature film starring Arnold Schwarzenegger and Michael 

Fassbender.

• Obtained favorable resolution for production company client in federal lawsuit concerning broadcasting of 

event.

• Arbitrated rights dispute over feature film for production company.

• Represented live action production boutique in trade secret and non-compete lawsuit.

• Obtained favorable resolution for music management company in royalty dispute.

• Advises rights holders about copyright termination.

• Represents A-list talent and directors in various disputes.
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Business and Real Estate Disputes

• Tried before jury dispute concerning the entitlement and ownership of a five-star hotel on behalf of 

developer client.

• Obtained favorable resolution in arbitration for client who owns and operates private schools against 

general contractor and architect.

• Obtained favorable resolution for client who purchased business against seller in non-compete dispute.

• Successfully pursued civil extortion claims on behalf of clients.

• Authored briefs obtaining Ninth Circuit reversal of false advertising judgment against manufacturer.

• Part of team that obtained Ninth Circuit reversal of eight-figure verdict against public school district.

• Part of team that obtained Ninth Circuit affirmance of anti-SLAPP ruling for public school district.

• Part of trial team that obtained ruling allowing client to sell the Los Angeles Clippers.

• Part of trial team that obtained favorable verdict for construction manager accused of wrongdoing.

• Represents clients in dispute over misconduct relating to nonprofit.

• Represents professional athlete in trespass and nuisance lawsuit.

• Represents owners of breweries in lawsuit concerning their operation and sale.

• Represents AI fashion company in investor lawsuit.

• Defends consumer goods clients against Consumer Legal Remedies Act claims.

Cannabis Litigation and Advice

• Filed anti-SLAPP motion on behalf of a marketing firm and its principals that resulted in favorable 

resolution of cannabis-related lawsuit.

• Defended cannabis company and its owner in investor lawsuit.

• Advised major brand on groundbreaking licensing deal in cannabis space.

• Advised media company on cannabis-related licensing issues.

• Advised video game and e-sports company on CBD-related issues.

• Represents investor in dispute with partners in cannabis company.

Family Business Disputes

• Represented wife on business issues in dissolution proceeding spanning seven years concerning high-

net-worth estate.

• Represented high-net-worth hedge fund founder on business issues in divorce proceeding against his 

wife.

• Represented investment banker on business issues in divorce proceeding against his wife.

• Represents clients in family business dispute involving valuable real estate and other assets.
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Insights

May 28, 2025

High Court Should Take Up $1 Billion Copyright Case, US Says

Bloomberg Law

April 20, 2025

Legal Experts Highlight Key IP Trends To Watch

LA Times Studios

April 4, 2025

Beer Battle Lays Bare Ambiguity in 'Stolen' Cuban Trademark Law

Bloomberg Law

July 15, 2024

Ricardo Cestero, Julia Haye, and Steven Stein Selected to Los Angeles Business Journal's "Leader's of 

Influence: Litigators and Trial Attorneys" List

Los Angeles Business Journal

January 9, 2024

Greenberg Glusker Litigation Team Secures Victory in Second Circuit for Client Barstool Sports in 

Defamation Case

Greenberg Glusker Press Release

November 3, 2023

A Top Law Firm Where Culture Reigns Supreme And Attorney Happiness Comes First

Above the Law

December 13, 2022

Twitter Dissolves Trust and Safety Council

Spectrum News 1

June 7, 2022

11 Greenberg Glusker Attorneys Selected to 2022 Southern California Super Lawyers Rising Stars

Super Lawyers

June 1, 2022

Insight Into California's Increasing Cannabis Litigation

Law360

April 14, 2022

Greenberg Glusker Prevails on anti-SLAPP Motion Defeating Defamation Lawsuit Over Popular Reality 

Television Program
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January 1, 2022

Greenberg Glusker Elevates Five Attorneys to Partner

August 23, 2021

Greenberg Glusker Attorneys Represent Allison Huynh in a Divorce with a Silicon Valley Billionaire

June 14, 2021

Greenberg Glusker Prevails in Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court on Behalf of Client Barstool Sports

June 8, 2021

11 Greenberg Glusker Attorneys Selected to Super Lawyers Southern California Rising Stars

Super Lawyers

March 30, 2021

Greenberg Glusker Prevails on a Motion for Summary Judgment on Behalf of Client Barstool Sports

February 1, 2021

Greenberg Glusker Appears Before Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court on Behalf of Client Barstool 

Sports

June 25, 2020

2020 Global Report on Cannabis Policy

June 9, 2020

12 Greenberg Glusker Attorneys Selected for Super Lawyers Rising Stars

June 6, 2019

12 Greenberg Glusker Attorneys Selected for Super Lawyers Rising Stars

May 28, 2019

The Business of Cannabis: Counterfeit Cannabis - A Threat to Public Health

Los Angeles Business Journal

August 12, 2014

Sterling Family Trust Completes $2 Billion Sale of Los Angeles Clippers to Steve Ballmer

Greenberg Glusker Press Release

July 28, 2014

Judge Approves $2 Billion Sale of Los Angeles Clippers; Allows Sale to be Completed Regardless of 

Appeal

Business Wire
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